EAGRAN 22 EANAIR 2012

NUACHTLITIR CHILL CHOMAIN

Athbhliain faoi shedn agus faoi mhaise agaibh. Ins an eagran seo den Nuachtlitir caitheann muid stil siar ar
na tionscnaimh a bhi idir ldimhe againn i 2011.

Ar an 28t Deireadh Fémhair rinne an tAthair Sean O Nuadhain beannt speisialta i Naionra Ghleann na
Muaidhe ag 6caid chomoértha deich mbliana na seirbhise. Cuireann an naionra, atd dd reachtail ag an

leathanach 8)

Eagraiodh aonach ceardaiochta san ionad pobail i nGleann na Muaidhe ar an 104 Nollaig chun deis a
thabhairt do mhuintir na haite a gcuid ceardaiocht a thaispedint agus a dhiol. Ta sé beartaithe tuilleadh
6caidi mar seo a eagru ag brath ar éileambh.

We wish you all a happy and healthy new year. In this issue of the Newsletter we glance back on the projects
which were undertaken in 2011. Najonra Ghleann na Muaidhe, a community-run Irish language pre-school
service, celebrated its tenth anniversary with a special blessing which was performed by Fr. Sean Noone on 28"
October. (see page 8 for full story)

A craft fair was held in Glenamoy community centre on 10" December to showcase local crafts and festive fare
including paintings, jewellery, woollen and crochet items, Irish Christmas cards, gingerbread houses and
Christmas baking. If you would like further details on any of these items please contact Comhar Dun Chaochdin
Teo (details on page 2).

* Nuachtlitir Aitiil * A Community Newsletter
* Guth an phobail ar mhaithe leis an bpobal

* Provides a voice for the local community and an update on development issues

San eagran seo: In this issue

Sonrai Teagmhala

Suil Siar / Annual Review

Naionra / Tenth Anniversary
Stragege

Omoés do Mhicheal O Seighin

Foilsithe ag Comhar Dun Chaochain Teo (i gcomhar le fo-choiste Ghlér na nGael



Coiste Bainistiochta an Chomharchumainn / The Management Committee

Cathaoirleach: Michedl de Burca

Runai: Sean Mac Aindriu

Cisteoir: Madire Cait Ui Mhurcha

Na baill eile: Micheal O Seighin, Caitlin Ui Sheighin, Michedl O Murchi, Séamus O Murcha,

Uinsionn Mac Graith agus Diana Ni Thaillitir.

Raiteas Misin / Mission Statement

Is comharchumann forbartha pobail é Comhar Dun Chaochdin Teo atid claraithe le Clarlann na
gCarachumann. T4 sé mar raiteas misin aige oibrit go gniomhach ar shon forbairt
theangeolaiocha/chulturtha, bhonneagartha, oideachasuil agus shéisialta pardiste Chill Chomain agus
acmhainni naddrtha agus daonna an cheantair a fhorbairt ar bhealach chomhthaite. Ag comhoibriu le Coiste
Ghlér na nGael, grupai forbartha 4ititila agus eagraisi éagstla stait ta roinnt tograi curtha i gcrich go data.

Combhar Dun Chaochdin Teo is a community development co-operative which is registered with the Registry of
Friendly Societies. Its mission is to work in a proactive way to promote the linguistic/cultural, infrastructural,
educational and social development of the parish of Cill Chomdin and to develop in an integrated way the
material and human resources of the area. Working in conjunction with Coiste Ghlér na nGael, local
development groups and various state agencies a number of projects have been undertaken to date.

Ionad Eolais / Information Office

Ta oifig na heagraiochta lonnaithe sa Seanscoil i
gCeathriu Thaidhg ait a bhfuil na seirbhisi seo a
leanas le fail:-

Eolas agus comhairle do choisti pobail maidir le
rél na n-eagras forbartha, conas tograi a fhorbairt
agus a bhainistia, foinsi maoinithe &rl.

Foirmeacha iarratais ar scéimeanna éagsula mar
shampla deiseanna traendala &rl.

Seirbhisi céipéala, laminating agus facs

Seirbhisi eolais do chuairteoiri - léarscaileanna,
broéisitiri, leabhrain, dlathdhioscanna, cartai
poist, leabharlann d’adbhar béaloideasa agus
liteartha Gaeilge, taispeantas grianghraif &zl.

The organisation’s office is located in the Seanscoll,
Ceathri Thaidhg where the following services are
available:-

Information and assistance to community groups in
relation to the role of development agencies,
developing and managing projects, sourcing
funding eftc.

Application forms on various schemes including
training opportunities etc.

Photocopying, laminating and fax services.
Visitor information including maps, brochures,

booklets, CD ROMs, postcards, a library of folklore
and Irish language material, photographs etc.

Guth an Phobail / Have Your Say

M4 ta spéis agat a bheith i do bhall ar an gcomharchumann agus ionchar nios mé a bheith agat ar chursai
forbartha na haite déan teagmhail le Treasa le haghaidh tuilleadh eolais. M4 t4 aon tuairimi agat ar 4bhar an
nuachtlitir seo né moltai le haghaidh an chéad eagran eile ba bhrea linn cloisteail uait.

If you would like to become a member of the comharchumann and have a greater input into the overall
development of the area please contact Treasa for further information. We welcome your comments on the
items covered in this newsletter and/or any ideas you may have for the next issue.

Treasa Ni Ghearraigh, Comhar Din Chao'chéin Teo,
An tSeanscoil, Ceathri Thaidhg, Béal an Atha, Co. Mhaigh Eo
Guthan: 097 88082 Riomhphoist: dunchaochainl @eircom.net

Déan teagmhail le




Siul Siar / Annual Review

Ag cruinniu cinnbhliana Chomhar Dun Chaochdin Teo sa Seanscoil ar an 91 Samhain rinne an bainisteoir
Treasa Ni Ghearraigh cur i lathair ar obair na bliana 2011.

Ta caomhnu agus cur chun cinn na Gaeilge ar cheann de na priomhspriocanna atd ag an gcomharchumann.
Léirionn ‘An Staidéar Cuimsitheach Teangeolaioch ar Usaid na Gaeilge sna Gaeltachtai’ go bhfuil diithshlan
roimh pobail agus eagraisi stait atd ag feidhmiu sna ceantracha Gaeltachta an Ghaeilge a choinneail beo
mar theanga pobail i bhfianaise a phrainni is atd an staid reatha teanga. Eagraitear cursai Gaeilge agus
seirbhisi aistriichdin in Ionad Seirbhisi Teanga na Seanscoile, ait a bhfuil acmhainni tacaiochta foghlama ar
nés leabhair, téipeanna, fisedin agus bogabhar riomhaireachta le fail ag scolairi, grupai aititla foghlama
agus grupai a thugann cuairt ar an gceantar le Gaeilge a fhoghlaim né le taighde a dhéanamh. Faoi lathair
td dha chursa de Theastas Eorpach na Gaeilge faoi lansheol i. cirsa Bl (meéan leibhéal) oiche Dé Mairt agus
cursa Al (bun leibhéal) oiche Deardaoin.

Is comoértas naisiinta é Glér na nGael a bhfuil sé mar phriomhaidhm aige teanga agus cultir na Gaeilge a
fhorbairt agus a chaomhnti. Nuair a fégraiodh torthai an chomértais i 2011 bhi Coiste Ghlér na nGael
Ceathrd Thaidhg - Dun Chaochdin i measc na mbuaiteoiri. Bronnadh Duais Chumann na Sagart ar an gcoiste
ag 6caid speisialta i dTeach Chartron, Ma Nuad i mi Aibreain.

I measc na spriocghrupai a dhéanann an comharchumann freastal orthu ta pdisti réamhscoile. Is seirbhisi
réambhscoile tri Ghaeilge iad Naionra Dhin Chaochain, atd lonnaithe sa Seanscoil, agus Naionra Ghleann na
Muaidhe ata lonnaithe in ionad tacaiochta teaghlaigh i nGleann na Muaidhe. Faigheann na tograi ctraim
leanai seo airgeadi faoin gClar Infheistiochta Naisitinta Ctiraim Leanai atd maoinithe ag Rialtas na hEireann
faoin bPlean Forbartha Naisiunta 2007-2013. Cuireann Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte, Coiste Curaim
Leanai Chondae Mhaigh Eo agus Comhar Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo comhairle ar fail chomh maith. Rinne
an tAthair Sean O Nuadhain beannti speisialta i Naionra Ghleann na Muaidhe i mi Dheireadh Fémhair ag
6caid chomoértha deich mbliana na seirbhise.

I mi Ihil agus Lunasa eagraiodh campai samhraidh i
gCeathri Thaidhg agus san Inbhear i gcomhar le Coiste
Campai Samhraidh Iorrais, faoi Scéim na gCampai
Samhraidh d’Aos Og na Gaeltachta. Is i an Ghaeilge an
teanga feidhme sna campai, a chuireann imeachtai
siamsaiochta, oideachaisiuil agus cultartha ar fail do phaisti
bunscoile an cheantair.

Leis na hathraithe ata tagtha ar chursai eacnamaiochta agus
ar shaol an phobail td ga le scileanna nua a fhoghlaim né
barr feabhas a chur ar na scileanna atd ag daoine cheana
féin sa gcaoi is go mbeidh deis nios fearr acu fostaiocht a
WIS~ aimsii né a ngnéthai féin a bhunu. Eagraiodh agus
rinneadh freastal ar roinnt cursai oilitna i rith na bliana ina measc Traendil Inseirbhise Réamhscoile i
gcomhar le Comhar Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo agus Coiste Curaim Leanai Chondae Mhaigh Eo; Teastas
Eorpach na Gaeilge i gcomhar le hlonad na dTeangacha, Ollscoil na hEireann M4 Nuad ata pairt-mhaoinithe
ag Udaras na Gaeltachta; agus ctrsa riomhaireachta a bhi pairt-mhaoinithe ag Coiste Gairmoideachais
Chondae Mhaigh Eo.

T4 Siuléidi Ceathru Thaidhg (Lub na Tr4, Lub Chlann Lir agus Lub an Chlai Dhuibh) ag mealladh cuairteoiri
isteach sa gceantar. Ag tosnu amach agus ag criochni 6 larionad na Seanscoile, t4& gach sitléid
treormharcdilte le dath difrtil ag brath ar a dianacht. Déanann clar eolais agus bréisiur da-theangach ildaite
cur sios ar sonrai na mbealai agus ar phointi suimitla. Agus é ag déanamh léargais ar shiuléid Chlann Lir
san Irish Independent, ba léir go ndeachaigh Aailleacht an cheantair go mér i bhfeidhm ar an iriseoir
Christopher Sommerville nuair a scriobh sé “What unrolled over the next couple of hours was one of the
most breathtakingly wild and beautiful coastal walks I’ve ever encountered”. Eagraiodh siuléidi treoraithe i
rith na bliana.




Is feachtas féin-chabhrach Na Comhluadair Bheo i dtreo bhonneagartha eacnamaiochta agus culturtha na
haite a neartd. Sé aidhm na gluaiseachta nd proéifil an cheantair mar thadirge né mar cheann scribe
turasodireachta a ardu i measc tiortha Eorpacha mar An Fhrainc agus an Ghearmain agus lion na dturaséiri a
mhéadu. T4 suiomh cuimsitheach idirline ina ghné thabhachtach den bhfeachtas margaiochta ata le feiceail
ag www.gaeltacht.info it a bhfuil rogha pacaisti saoire le fail chun freastal ar ghrupai éagstla.

Rinne Diana Taylor, atd ar an Scéim Fostaiochta Pobail,
obair breise ar an suirbhé ar iarsmai seandalaiochta an
phardiste, ait ar aimsigh si go leor laithredin spéisitila,
tuamai meigiliteacha san &ireamh. Ar chuireadh 6n
gcoiste, thug an Dochtuir Stefan Bergh é Roinn na
Seandalaiochta, Ollscoil na hEireann Gaillimh cuairt ar an
gceantar i mi Bealtaine le scridu a dhéanamh ar chuid de
na hiarsmai seo.

Tionéladh Féile Lunasa, moérfhéile tuaithe ag comoéradh
oidhreachta, cultiir agus traidisitin spéirt Chill Chomain,
in ionaid éagsila ar fud an phardiste i mi Linasa. I measc
na n-imeachtai a bhi ar an gclar bhi taispeantas
grianghrafaddireachta dar teidil ‘Muintir Dhin
Chaochain, siuléid seandalaiochta, seisiuin cheoil,
banrion agus ri na féile arl. Ba iad Cumann Luthchleas Gael Chill Chomain, Comhar Dun Chaochdin Teo
agus Coiste Ghlér na nGael Ceathri Thaidhg eagraithe na féile.

Thug dha ghriipa scolairi Meiriceanacha 6 Scoil Thraenala Idirnaisitina Bhaile Atha Cliath, in éineacht lena
stiarthoéir acaduil Aeveen Kerrisk, cuairt ar an bpardiste i mi Feabhra agus i mi Mean Fémhair. Chas na
scolairi, atd ina bhfochéimi 6 ollscoileanna éagstila sna Stait Aontaithe, le daoine ata pairteach i bhforbairt
pobail agus i gcursai timpeallachta sa phardiste.

Ta plean oibre timpeallachta an chomharchumainn da chur i bhfeidhm faoi Scéim Shéisialta Tuaithe Chill
Chomain, atd da reachtdil ag Cumann Luthchleas Gael Chill Chomain faoi scath Udaras na Gaeltachta. I
measc na hoibreacha a cuireadh i gcrich i 2011 bailiodh bruscair ar thranna, ag na teampaill agus i mbaile
Cheathrt Thaidhg mar chuid de bhfeachtas Glantachan Earraigh An Taisce, rinneadh forbairt ar ait
phéircedla carranna taobh le céibh na Rinne Rua agus rinneadh obair chothabhala ar shiuléidi Ceathrua
Thaidhg.

Nuair a d’fhégair an tAire Comhshaoil, Pobal agus Rialtas Aitigil, Phil O hOgéin, gradaim an Chésta Ghlais
2011 i mi Meithimh ainmniodh trd Phort a’ Chléidh i measc na dtranna a bhain an gradam naisiunta
timpeallachta seo amach. T4 an gradam bunaithe ar thimpeallacht neamhmhillteach, caighdean ard uisce a
chomhlionann treoracha an Aontas Eorpach agus ailleacht naddurtha.

Bhi Margadh Feirmeoiri Iorrais ar bun i gCearnég Chartuir i
mBéal an Mhuirthead chuile Shatharn i rith an tSamhraidh.
Tugann an margadh deis do dhaoine Aaitidla dul i mbun
tdirgiochta agus seans do chaiteoiri bia ur, séasturach agus
caighdednach 6 cheantar lorrais a bhlaiseadh - glasrai,
uibheacha cearca agus lachan, abhar bacala, iasc,
luibheanna agus plandai beaga, tairgi feamainne agus
miasa réamhullmhaithe san direamh. Bhi deis ag daoine an
margadh a fheicedil ar chlar TG4 ‘An Samhradh Linn’ i mi
Lunasa.

Ar an 124 Linasa rinne an tAthair Sean O Nuadhain seoladh
oifigiuil ar an leabhar nua-fhoilsithe “Seanteampall Chill
Chomain i bPoll a’ tSémais”. Déanann an leabhar, ata
foilsithe ag Comhar Dun Chaochdin Teo agus curtha le chéile ag Uinsionn Mac Graith agus Treasa Ni
Ghearraigh, cur sios ar stair an teampaill a shineann 6 luath sa Tréimhse Criostai sios go dti an 14 atd inniu
ann. Bronnadh cuid den airgead a bailiodh 6 dhiolachan an leabhair ar Choiste Teampall Pholl a’ tSémais,
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chun obair chothabhéla a dhéanamh ar an teampall. T4 an leabhar le fail i Siopa hEalai i mBarr na Tra, ag
oifig an phoist Ros Dumhach agus i Siopa Chiarain i mBéal an Mhuirthead.

I Medn Fémhair eagraiodh Oiche Chultuir Naisiunta faoi choimirce Taisce
Chulturtha Barra Teampaill, i gcomhair le heagraiochtai cultirtha ar fud
na tire. ‘Séard a bhi i gceist nd ceilitiradh a dhéanamh ar shaibhreas
culturtha agus ealaine na tire agus deiseanna a chur ar fail don bpobal a
bheith rannphdirteach in imeachtai éagstla. Ghlac cuig ionad is fiche ar
fud Mhaigh Eo pairt san imeacht, Comhar Dtn Chaochéin Teo ina measc.
Cuireadh taispeéntas grianghraif ar bun sa Seanscoil, 4it a raibh deis ag
daoine taisteal siar ar bhoéithrin na smaointe. Nios moille bhi oiche
airnedin i gcomhluadar Vincent Mc Grath agus ceoltéiri 6 ar fud an
chondae.

Eagraiodh aonach ceardaiochta san ionad pobail i nGleann na Muaidhe ar
an 104 Nollaig chun deis a thabhairt do mhuintir na haite a gcuid
ceardaiocht a thaispedint agus a dhiol. T4 sé beartaithe tuilleadh 6caidi
mar seo a eagru ag brath ar éileamh.

: I rith na bliana thacaigh an coiste le feachtas Guth na Gaeltachta agus
Conradh na Gaeilge chun na scéimeanna Gaeltachta a choinnedil agus cuireadh achaini chuig ionadaithe
tofa ar an 4bhar. Eagraiodh 14 oscailte in ionad pobail na Seanscoile i mi Aibredin chun deis a thabhairt don
phobal iad féin a chur ar an eolas ar rél an chomharchumainn i bhforbairt pobail.

Ba mhaith le Comhar Din Chaochdain Teo buiochas a ghlacadh leis na heagraisi seo a leanas a chuidigh leis i
2011 agus ta suil againn leanacht leis an gcomhoibrit i 2012:- An Roinn Gnéthai Ealaion, Oidhreachta agus
Gaeltachta, Comhairle Chondae Mhaigh Eo, Udaras na Gaeltachta, Comhphairtiocht Spéirt Mhaigh Eo,
Foras Chroi na hEireann, An Roinn Slainte agus Leanai, Comhar Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo,
Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte, Coiste Curaim Leanai Chondae Mhaigh Eo, Barnardos, Failte Ireland,
Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta Teo, Glér na nGael Teo, Oige na Gaeltachta Teo agus Coiste
Gairmoideachais Chondae Mhaigh Eo.

At the Annual General Meeting of Comhar Din Chaochdin Teo in the Seanscoil on 9" November last the
Manager Treasa Ni Ghearraigh gave a progress report for 2011.

The promotion and preservation of the Irish language is one of the main objectives of the comharchumann (co-
op). The study ‘Staidéar Cuimsitheach Teangeolaioch ar Usdid na Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht — A Comprehensive
Linguistic Study on the use of Irish in the Gaeltacht’ illustrates the challenge facing communities and state
agencies operating in Gaeltacht areas to preserve the Irish language, in light of the evidence of its decline as a
community language. Irish language courses and Irish translation services are organised in Ionad Seirbhisi
Teanga na Seanscoile (Language Centre) where a special-purpose training room houses a library of learning
resource materials including books, tapes, videos and computer software. Two European Certificate in Irish
courses are currently underway with Level Bl (intermediate) held on Tuesday nights and Level Al (for
beginners) on Thursday nights.

Glér na nGael Teo is a national organisation which focuses on the development and preservation of the Irish
language and culture. Coiste Ghlor na nGael Ceathru Thaidhg - Dun Chaochdin, was the recipient of Duais
Chumann na Sagart in the annual Glér na nGael competition. The award was presented at a special function in
Cartron House, Maynooth in April.

Among the target groups catered for by the comharchumann are pre-school children. Najonra Dhiin Chaochdin
in Ceathru Thaidhg and Naionra Ghleann na Muaidhe in Glenamoy are both community run, Irish language
pre-school services which provide for the needs of children and their parents in these areas. These childcare
projects currently receive funding from the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007 - 2013
through The National Childcare Investment Programme. The Health Services Executive, Mayo County
Childcare Committee and Comhar Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo also provide assistance and advice. In October
Fr Sean Noone performed a special blessing of Naionra Ghleann na Muaidhe to celebrate its tenth year of
childcare provision.



In July and August Irish Summer Camps, which offer recreational, educational and cultural activities for local
primary school children, were organised in Ceathri Thaidhg and Inbhear in conjunction with Coiste Campai
Sambhraidh lorrais, with the assistance of funding received from Scéim na gCampai Samhraidh d’Aos Og na
Gaeltachta.

Lifelong learning and the acquisition of new skills is an ongoing process. A number of training courses were
organised and attended during the year including Pre-School Inservice Training in conjunction with Comhar
Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo and Mayo County Childcare Committee; Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge in conjunction
with The Languages Centre, University College Maynooth and part-funded by Udards na Gaeltachta; and a
computer skills course part-funded by Mayo V.E.C.

The Ceathri Thaidhg loop walks (Lib na Trd, Lub Chlann Lir and Lib an Chlai Dhuibh) continue to attract
visitors to the area. Starting and finishing at the Seanscoil community centre, each loop is waymarked and
colour-coded according to its level of difficulty. A bi-lingual information board and brochure provide details on
trail directions and points of interest en route. In a feature in the Irish Independent writer and journalist
Christopher Sommerville described the Clann Lir walk as “... one of the most breathtakingly wild and beautiful
coastal walks I've ever encountered”. Guided walks were organised during the year.

Na Comhluadair Bheo is a self-help initiative towards the economic and cultural revitalisation of the area. lIts
aim is to raise the profile of the area as a tourism product or destination particularly among European countries
such as France and Germany. To help achieve this, a website has been designed which can be viewed at
www.gaeltacht.eu where a choice of holiday packages is available to cater for visiting groups.

An archaeological survey of the parish was updated by Diana Taylor, a participant on the community
employment scheme. The survey unearthed a number of previously undocumented sites including possible
megalithic tombs. At the invitation of the committee, Dr. Stefan Bergh from the Department of Archaeology,
National University of Ireland Galway visited the area in May to examine some of these monuments.

Féile Linasa, a community festival celebrating the heritage, culture and sporting tradition of Cill Chomadin, was
held in various venues throughout the parish in August. The programme of activity included a photographic
exhibition entitled ‘Muintir Dhin Chaochdin, an archaeological walk, music sessions, festival king and queen
etc. The event was organised by Cumann Lithchleas Gael Chill Chomdin, Comhar Dun Chaochdin Teo and
Coiste Ghlér na nGael Ceathru Thaidhg.

Two groups of American students from the School for
International Training Dublin, accompanied by
academic director Aeveen Kerrisk, visited the parish in
February and again in September as part of their
academic studies in Ireland. The students, who are
undergraduates from a variety of universities in the US,
met with various individuals who are involved in
community and environmental development within the
parish.

The Cill Chomdin Rural Social Scheme is managed by
Cumann Lithchleas Gael Chill Chomdin under the
auspices of Udards na Gaeltachta and includes an
environmental enhancement workplan submitted by
Combhar Dun Chaochdin Teo. Some of the works carried
out over the past year include refuse collection at local
beaches, graveyards and in Ceathri Thaidhg village as part of An Taisce’s National Spring Clean initiative, the
development of car parking facilities adjacent to the pier at Rinn Rua and maintenance work on the Ceathru
Thaidhg walks.

When the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government Phil Hogan announced the 2011
Green Coast Awards in June, Port a’ Chléidh beach was named as one of the recipients of this national



environmental award. The award is based on a pristine environment, excellent water quality which complies
with E.U. regulations, and natural beauty.

Margadh Feirmeoiri lorrais (Erris Farmers Market) was held in Carter Square, Béal an Mhuirthead, every
Saturday during the summer. The market provides a forum for local producers to develop new food initiatives
and offers consumers the opportunity to savour fresh, seasonal produce from the Erris area including
vegetables, free range hen and duck eggs, home baking, fish, herbs & small plants, seaweed products and
prepared dishes. In August the market featured on the TG4 programme ‘An Samhradh Linn’.

On the 12" August a book on Kilcommon / Poll a’
tSémais old graveyard entitled “Seanteampall Chill
Chomdin” was officially launched by Fr. Sean Noone.
Researched and compiled by Uinsionn Mac Graith and
Treasa Ni Ghearraigh, and published by Comhar Diin
Chaochdin Teo, the book documents the graveyard’s
long history and is dedicated to all who are buried
there. Part of the proceeds from the sale of the book
were presented to the Poll a’ tSémais graveyard
committee to assist with the upkeep of the graveyard.
The book is now available at Healys’ in Barr na Trd, at
Rossport Post Office and in Careys’ Newsagents,
Belmullet.

The Temple Bar Cultural Trust, in association with
cultural organisations throughout the country, organised a National Cultural Night in September. The aim of the
initiative was to celebrate the cultural and artistic richness of Ireland and to give communities an opportunity to
partake in various activities. Twenty five venues in County Mayo participated including Comhar Din Chaochdin
Teo, which organised a photographic exhibition in the Seanscoil followed by a night of traditional music in the
company of Vincent Mc Grath and musicians who travelled from different parts of the county to take part.

A craft fair was held in Glenamoy community centre on 10" December to showcase local crafts and festive fare
including paintings, jewellery, woolen and crochet items, Irish Christmas cards, gingerbread houses and
Christmas baking. In the current economic climate it is important to support local producers.

During the year the committee supported Guth na Gaeltachta
and Conradh na Gaeilge’s campaign to retain Gaeltacht
schemes and made representations to public representatives on
the matter. An open day was organised in the Seanscoil in April
inviting the community to drop in and familiarise themselves
with the comharchumann’s services and programme of work.

Comhar Diun Chaochdin Teo would like to thank the following
agencies for their assistance in 2011 and looks forward to their
continued co-operation in 2012:- The Department of Arts,
Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs, Mayo County Council, Udards na
Gaeltachta, Mayo Sports Partnership, The Irish Heart

facebook.con

o ik = ] Foundation, The Department of Health and Children, Comhar
Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo, The Health Services Executive, County Mayo Childcare Committee, Barnardos,
Fiilte Ireland, Meitheal Forbartha na Gaeltachta Teo, Glér na nGael Teo, Oige na Gaeltachta Teo and Mayo
Vocational Education Committee.

Is ar scdth a chéile a mhaireann na daoine.



COMORADH DEICH mBLIANA / TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Ar an 28u Deireadh Fémhair rinne an
tAthair Sean O Nuadhain beannu speisialta i
Naionra Ghleann na Muaidhe ag o6caid
chomoértha deich mbliana na seirbhise.
Cuireann an naionra, atad da reachtail ag an
bpobal 4aititil, seirbhis réamhscoile tri
Ghaeilge ar fail do phaisti san aoisghrupa 2
bl 10 mhi go dti 5 bl. ‘Si an aidhm ata aige
na @) seirbhis ctraim leanai
d’ardchaighdedin a sholathar (ii) cabhru le
forbairt iomlan an phaiste a chur chun cinn
tri mhodh an t-sigartha ag tacu le rél na
dtuismitheoiri i bhforbairt agus in
oideachas an phaiste agus (iii) deis agus
tacaiocht a thabhairt don phaiste 6g an
Ghaeilge a shealbhui go nadurtha.

Cuireann an clar solubtha stugartha, ata
bunaithe ar na séasuir, béim ar fhorbairt
iomlan an phaiste — forbairt fisicitil, intleachtuil, shéisialta, teanga, chognaiochta agus sambhlaiochta.
Eagraitear gniomhaiochtai mar sugradh le gaineamh agus uisce, péintedil, ceardaiocht, staidéar dulra,
cluichi samhlaiochta agus tégala, scéalaiocht, amhranaiocht chomh maith le himeachtai fisiciila sa ghairdin
sugartha. Eagraionn an fhoireann chailithe Maire Cait Ui Mhurchu, Maire Ui Ghearbhain agus Betty Ui
Dhéaganaigh na gniomhaiochtai seo i dtimpeallacht ata fairsing, sdbhailte agus spreagtil do phaisti.

Airitear sa scéim ard-chaighdeain an clar sigartha Loinnir, an plean teanga Borradh agus na scéimeanna
caighdedin naisiinta don luathoideachas Siolta agus Aistear. Déanann Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise
Slainte cigireacht ar an Naionra faoi Acht Um Churam Leanai 1991 agus Rialachan Um Churam Leanai 2006.
Tugann Coiste Chiram Leanai Chondae Mhaigh Eo agus oifigeach forbartha Chomhar Naionrai na
Gaeltachta Teo comhairle agus tacaiocht don choiste agus don fhoireann le hardchaighdean a chothu.

Faigheann an togra ciraim leanai seo airgeadu faoin gClar Infheistiochta Naisiinta Curaim Leanai ata
maoinithe ag Rialtas na hEireann faoin bPlean Forbartha Naisitinta 2007-2013. Faoin Scéim Féirdheontas um
Chtram Leanai Pobail faigheann an naionra féirdheontas a chuireann ar a chumas tdilli laghdaithe a
thairiscint do thuismitheoiri atd faoi mhibhuntaiste. Cuirtear an Scéim um Churam agus Oideachas Luath-
Oige ar fail chomh maith, a chuireann bliain réamhscoile shaor in aisce ar fail do phaisti a chomhlionann
coinniollacha na scéime. Scér paiste atad claraithe sa naionra don téarma 2011/12.

Ghlac an Cathaoirleach Michelle Ui Dhéagénaigh buiochas leis na daoine agus na heagrais a chuidigh leis
an naionra thar na blianta go mérmhoér iad seo a leanas:- Mna Ghleann na Muaidhe Teo., Comhar Dun
Chaochdin Teo, Seosamh agus Maire O Muileach, Brid Ui Lionaird (iar-chomhairleoir le Forbairt Naionrai
Teo), an tAltaire Ken Armstrong, an tégalai Kieran Mac Donmhnaill, Udaras na Gaeltachta, Feidhmeannacht
na Seirbhise Slainte, Patti Standun (oifigeach forbartha le Comhar Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo), An Roinn
Slainte agus Leanai, Coiste Curaim Leanai Chondae Mhaigh Eo, Treasa Nic Aindrid, Assumpta Nic an Ri agus
Scéim Fostaiochta Pobail FAS. Luaigh si go hairithe an sar-obair a rinne an coiste Agnes Ui Rudaigh, Betty Ui
Dhéaganaigh, Treasa Ni Ghearraigh agus Martina Ui hEalai i mbuni agus i riaradh na seirbhise. Glacadh
buiochas le paisti na scoile naisitinta a bhi i lathair, agus leis an Athair Sedn as an mbeannu speisialta. Ba
mhaith leis an gcoiste aitheantas a thabhairt d’obair na scéime Shéisialta Tuaithe chomh maith.

Naionra Ghleann na Muaidhe, a community-run Irish language pre-school service, recently celebrated its tenth
anniversary with a special blessing which was performed by Fr. Sean Noone on 28" October last. Chairperson
Michelle Ui Dhéagdnaigh described how the naionra aims to provide a quality childcare service while
supporting the role of the parents in the development and education of the child, and also to provide the young
child with the opportunity and support to acquire Irish naturally. The service operates five days per week
where children from 2 years 10 months to 5 years of age enjoy a broad and stimulating programme of activity,
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progressing naturally at their own pace under the guidance of a dedicated team of three staff - Mdire C4it Ui
Mhurchu, Méire Ui Ghearbhdin and Betty Ui Dhéagdnaigh.

Since it was first set up the naionra has gone from strength to strength and there are currently 20 children on the
register. The service was initially operating from the nearby community centre and in September 2005 children
and staff moved into a new purpose-built childcare facility. This project received funding from the Irish
Government and was part-financed by the European Structural Funds under the National Development Plan
2000 - 2006 through the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme, for which the committee is extremely
grateful.

The naionra’s main source of funding comes from the National Childcare Investment Programme which falls
under the remit of The Department of Health and Children and is funded by the Irish Government under the
National Development Plan 2007-2013. The service operates both the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme
(CCSS) and The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme. The latter provides a free pre-school
year for children who meet the required criteria.

The Chairperson thanked the following individuals and agencies for their support:- The Glenamoy Womens
Group Ltd., Comhar Din Chaochdin Teo, Joe and Mary Mills, Brid Ui Lionaird (former advisor with Forbairt
Naionrai Teo), Ken Armstrong Architect, Kieran Mc Donnell Construction Ltd., Udards na Gaeltachta, The Health
Service Executive, Pattie Standun (development officer with Comhar Naionrai na Gaeltachta Teo), The
Department of Health and Children, Mayo County Childcare Committee, Teresa Mc Andrew, Assumpta King
and The FAS Community Employment Scheme. She also paid tribute to the immense work of the original
committee members Agnes Ruddy, Betty Deane, Treasa Ni Ghearraigh and Martina Healy, without whom the
service would not have been developed. A special word of thanks was extended to the children of Scoil
Néisiunta Ghleann na Muaidhe for attending and to Fr Sedn for making the occasion so memorable. The
committee would also like to acknowledge the work of the Cill Chomdin Rural Social Scheme.

Guionn muid gach rath ar Naionra Ghleann na Muaidhe sna blianta atd amach romhainn.

I 1athair ag 6cdaid chomértha deich mbliana
an naionra bhi baill an choiste bainistiochta
agus foireann na seirbhise (6 chlé)
Michelle Ui Dhéaganaigh (Cathaoirleach),
Martina Ui hEalai (Cisteoir), Treasa Ni
Ghearraigh (Runai), Maire Ui Ghearbhain
(Stiurthéir Cunta), Agnes Ui Rudaigh, Maire
Cait Ui Mhurchu (Stiarthéir) agus Betty Ui
Dhéagéanaigh (Cuntdir).

Grianghraif / Photographs: Uinsionn Mac Graith
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Bhronn Conradh na Gaeilge gradam ar Mhicheél o Seighin ag oiche 6mdis i Halla ide, i Luimneach, ait a
raibh Uachtaran an Chonartha Donncha O hAodh i lathair. Is in oirdheisceart Luimnigh a rugadh agus a
tégadh Michedl agus bhi a ghaolta agus a chairde i lathair ag an gceilitradh. T4 aithne naisiunta agus
idirnaisiunta air de bharr chonspéid Thogra Gais na Coiribe agus cuireadh priosin air mar dhuine de
‘Chuigear Ros Dumhach’ sa mbliain 2005. Fear ildanach é agus iomdnai scilitil a bhi ann ina éige. Is iar-
mhuinteoir meanscoile é a thég an ceol 6na mhuintir agus td bailitichdn suntasach déanta aige ar
sheanamhrain agus seanchas. O chuir sé faoi i gCeathrti Thaidhg, tar éis dé Caitlin Ni Dhochartaigh a
phoésadh, chuir sé spéis i bhforbairt pobail agus bhi baint mhér aige le buntt Chomhar Din Chaochain Teo,
an comharchumann forbartha pobail. T4 an gradam tuillte go maith ag Micheal agus guionn muid gach rath
air sna blianta atd amach romhainn.

The Limerick branch of Conradh na Gaeilge presented Michedl O Seighin with an achievement award at a
special function in Halla Ide, in the presence of the Conradh’s President Donncha O hAodh. Michedl, who was
born and reared in Gleann Bruachdin in southeast Limerick, was surrounded by family and friends on this
memorable occasion. Michedl became known nationally and internationally through his involvement in the
Corrib Gas protest and was one of the ‘Rossport Five’ who were imprisoned in 2005. Accomplished in many
fields, he was a skilled hurler in his youth. A former secondary school teacher, he inherited his music skills from
his family and over the years has collected a comprehensive range of traditional songs and folklore. Following
his marriage to Caitlin Ni Dhochartaigh, he settled in Ceathri Thaidhg, taking an active interest in community
development and was instrumental in setting up Comhar Diin Chaochdin Teo, the community development co-
operative. This award is well deserved and we wish Michedl the best of luck in the years ahead.

Sa ghrianghraf ti Sean O Morénaigh (Conradh na Gaeilge Luimnigh) ag bronnadh ghradaim
speisialta ar Mhicheal O Seighin ag oiche 6méis dé i Halla Ide. Ar chlé ta Mdirtin Mac Donnchadha
(iax-chraoltoir le Raidié na Gaeltachta agus ‘fear a’ ti’ ar an oiche)
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